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The Roanoke Colony was a group of English settlers who established a
settlement on Roanoke Island in the present-day state of North Carolina in
the late 16th century. The colony was founded by Sir Walter Raleigh, and
its purpose was to establish a permanent English settlement in the New
World. However, the colony was unsuccessful, and the settlers eventually
disappeared. The fate of the Roanoke Colony is one of the great mysteries
of American history.

The Founding of the Roanoke Colony

The Roanoke Colony was founded in 1585 by Sir Walter Raleigh, a wealthy
English nobleman and explorer. Raleigh had been granted a charter by
Queen Elizabeth I to establish a colony in the New World. Raleigh's goal
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was to find a place where English settlers could live and thrive, and to
establish a base for further exploration of the Americas.

Raleigh sent a group of 100 settlers to Roanoke Island in 1585. The
settlers were led by Sir Richard Grenville, a skilled naval commander.
Grenville and his men built a fort on the island and began to explore the
surrounding area. They had some success in establishing friendly relations
with the local Native American tribes, but they also faced some challenges,
including a shortage of food and supplies.

The Lost Colony

In 1586, Raleigh sent another group of settlers to Roanoke Island. This
group was led by John White, an artist and surveyor. White and his men
found that the first group of settlers had disappeared. They found no
evidence of a struggle, and there were no bodies. The settlers had simply
vanished.

White and his men searched for the missing settlers, but they could not find
them. They eventually decided to return to England to report their findings.
Raleigh was disappointed by the failure of the colony, but he did not give up
on his dream of establishing a permanent English settlement in the New
World.

The Fate of the Roanoke Colony

The fate of the Roanoke Colony is one of the great mysteries of American
history. There are many theories about what happened to the settlers, but
there is no definitive answer. Some believe that the settlers were killed by
Native Americans, while others believe that they died of disease or



starvation. Still others believe that the settlers abandoned the colony and
moved to another location.

The mystery of the Roanoke Colony has been the subject of much
speculation and research over the years. There have been numerous
expeditions to Roanoke Island in search of clues about the fate of the
settlers, but no conclusive evidence has ever been found. The mystery of
the Roanoke Colony continues to fascinate historians and the public alike.

The Roanoke Colony was a tragic failure, but it also played an important
role in the history of the United States. The colony's failure helped to
discourage further English attempts to colonize the New World for several
decades. However, the Roanoke Colony also helped to lay the foundation
for the eventual success of the English colonies in North America.

The mystery of the Roanoke Colony is a reminder of the challenges and
dangers that faced the early European settlers in the New World. It is also
a reminder of the indomitable spirit of the human race. Despite the
setbacks and failures, the early settlers persevered and eventually
succeeded in establishing a permanent English presence in North America.
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