
Unveiling the Hidden Tales: Little Known
Stories From Those Who Met America's 16th
President

Conversations with Lincoln: Little-Known Stories from
Those Who Met America's 16th President by Gordon Leidner

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1950 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 208 pages

The enigmatic figure of Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United
States, has captivated generations with his extraordinary leadership,
profound wisdom, and pivotal role in shaping American history. Beyond the
momentous events and well-known speeches, countless individuals had
the privilege of encountering Lincoln, leaving behind a rich tapestry of little
known stories that add depth and nuance to our understanding of this
iconic figure.

A Soldier's Recollection: A Glimpse of Lincoln's Humanity

Amidst the turmoil of the Civil War, Private John W. Jones of the 149th
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry had a chance encounter with Lincoln that
left a lasting impression. As Jones stood guard at the White House, Lincoln
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approached him, clad in an old beaver hat and a worn-out overcoat. Lincoln
inquired about Jones's well-being and listened attentively to his stories of
life on the battlefield. Touched by the President's genuine concern, Jones
later wrote, "I felt that I had been talking to my father."

A Minister's Perspective: Lincoln's Spiritual Journey

Reverend Phineas D. Gurley, the pastor of New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church, had frequent interactions with Lincoln during the presidency.
Gurley witnessed Lincoln's deep faith and his profound belief in divine
providence. Lincoln often expressed his reliance on God's guidance in
navigating the challenges of the nation. Gurley recounted how Lincoln
would sometimes spend hours in solitude, lost in contemplation and prayer.

A Journalist's Account: Lincoln's Wit and Humor

Noah Brooks, a prominent journalist who covered the Lincoln
administration, painted a vivid portrait of the President's personality. Brooks
described Lincoln as a master of language, with a keen sense of humor
that often disarmed his opponents. One memorable anecdote involves
Lincoln's response to a woman who criticized his long, unkempt hair.
Lincoln quipped, "My dear madam, if I cut my hair any shorter, I would be
bald."

A Neighbor's Testimony: Lincoln's Simplicity and Generosity

William O. Stoddard, a young neighbor of the Lincolns, had the opportunity
to observe the family's daily life up close. Stoddard recalled how Lincoln
enjoyed taking walks in the neighborhood and chatting with residents.
Despite his position of power, Lincoln remained down-to-earth and



approachable. Stoddard witnessed firsthand Lincoln's acts of kindness,
such as giving food and clothing to those in need.

A Scientist's Impressions: Lincoln's Rational Mind

Professor Joseph Henry, the renowned physicist and Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution, had several meetings with Lincoln to discuss
scientific advancements. Henry was impressed by Lincoln's clear thinking
and ability to grasp complex issues. Henry described Lincoln as a "man of
great intellect," who valued scientific progress and its potential to improve
society.

A Diplomat's Encounter: Lincoln's Diplomatic Skills

Carl Schurz, a German-born diplomat who fought for the Union during the
Civil War, had the privilege of meeting Lincoln on several occasions.
Schurz praised Lincoln's exceptional diplomatic abilities, particularly his
deftness in dealing with foreign powers. Lincoln's understanding of
international affairs and his commitment to peaceful resolutions earned him
admiration from diplomats and world leaders.

A Child's Memory: Lincoln's Kindness and Playfulness

Grace Bedell, an 11-year-old girl, wrote a letter to Lincoln in 1860, urging
him to grow a beard as a means of winning more votes. Lincoln responded
to Grace's request with a heartfelt note and a promise to consider her
suggestion. When Lincoln met Grace at the White House, he greeted her
warmly and allowed her to touch his newly grown beard. Grace's encounter
with Lincoln became a cherished memory that she shared throughout her
life.



These little known stories, drawn from the accounts of those who interacted
with Abraham Lincoln, provide a fascinating glimpse into the personal and
multifaceted character of the 16th President of the United States. They
reveal Lincoln's humanity, his spiritual depth, his wit, his simplicity, his
rational mind, his diplomatic skills, and his kindness. By piecing together
these forgotten encounters, we gain a deeper appreciation for the
extraordinary man who guided the nation through its darkest hours and left
an enduring legacy that continues to inspire generations.
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