
Unveiling the Enigmatic 'Einstaat Brief': A
Journey into the Labyrinth of Harry Bauer's
Lost Manuscript
The 'Einstaat Brief', or 'One-State Letter', is an enigmatic document
attributed to Harry Bauer, a prominent German-Jewish political theorist and
journalist. Written in 1948, it has been the subject of intense debate and
speculation, claiming to offer a profound vision for a future Middle East.
This article delves into the mystery surrounding the 'Einstaat Brief',
exploring its historical context, the life of its enigmatic author, and the
enduring questions it raises.

Harry Bauer: A Life in Politics and Prophesy

Harry Bauer (1881-1957) was born in Lemberg, Austro-Hungarian Empire
(now Lviv, Ukraine). He studied law in Vienna and became a leading
member of the Social Democratic Party. In the turbulent interwar period,
Bauer emerged as a prominent voice in German-Jewish politics, actively
campaigning against antisemitism and advocating for the rights of
minorities.
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In 1938, Bauer fled Nazi Germany and settled in Palestine. There, he
continued his political work, advocating for a binational state solution to the
Arab-Israeli conflict. Bauer believed that a single, democratic state would
provide the best chance for peaceful coexistence between Jews and Arabs.

The 'Einstaat Brief': A Prophetic Vision

The 'Einstaat Brief' was written in 1948, shortly after the establishment of
the State of Israel. It is a letter addressed to a friend, in which Bauer sets
out his vision for a future Middle East based on the principles of equality
and human rights.

In the letter, Bauer argues that the partition of Palestine into Jewish and
Arab states would be a "catastrophe" for both sides. Instead, he proposes a
single, democratic state with equal rights for all citizens, regardless of
religion or ethnicity. Bauer believed that such a state would create a "true
foundation for peace" in the region.

The Controversial Legacy of the 'Einstaat Brief'

The 'Einstaat Brief' has been the subject of intense debate and controversy
since its publication. Some scholars have hailed it as a visionary document
that provides a solution to the seemingly intractable conflict in the Middle
East. Others have dismissed it as utopian and unrealistic, given the deep-
seated divisions between Arabs and Israelis.
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The letter has also raised questions about Bauer's own motivations. Some
critics have argued that his advocacy for a one-state solution was driven by
a desire to appease Arab nationalism and undermine the nascent Israeli
state. Others have defended Bauer's integrity, arguing that he was a
principled advocate for peace and equality.

The Mystery of the Missing Manuscript

The original manuscript of the 'Einstaat Brief' has been lost, adding to the
mystery surrounding the document. The only known copy is a transcription
that was made by a friend of Bauer's. This has led to speculation that the
manuscript may have been deliberately suppressed by those who opposed
Bauer's ideas.

The loss of the original manuscript has also hindered efforts to fully
authenticate the 'Einstaat Brief' and verify its origins. Some scholars have
argued that the letter may not have been written by Bauer at all, but by
someone else who sought to use his name to promote their own agenda.

Resolving the Enigma

Despite the controversy and unanswered questions, the 'Einstaat Brief'
remains a compelling and provocative document. It offers a glimpse into
the thought of a brilliant and enigmatic figure who dared to imagine a
different future for the Middle East.

Whether Bauer's vision was ultimately realistic or not, the 'Einstaat Brief'
serves as a reminder of the power of ideas and the importance of seeking
peaceful solutions to complex conflicts. It remains a subject of study and
debate, inviting us to continue exploring the possibilities of coexistence and
reconciliation in a divided world.



The 'Einstaat Brief' is a window into the mind of Harry Bauer, a visionary
political thinker who sought to find a path to peace in the Middle East.
While its authenticity and feasibility remain open to question, the letter's
enduring legacy as a subject of intrigue and debate speaks to the enduring
power of ideas. It invites us to reflect on the complexities of the Arab-Israeli
conflict and the challenges of building a truly just and equitable society.
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