
The Theatrical Space: A Comprehensive
Guide for Directors and Designers
Theatrical space is a complex and multifaceted entity that serves as the
backdrop for countless performances. It is a space that is both physical and
conceptual, encompassing the stage, the audience, and the relationship
between the two. For directors and designers, understanding and
manipulating theatrical space is essential to creating successful
productions.

The Physical Space

The physical space of a theatre is the most tangible aspect of theatrical
space, and it can vary greatly from one venue to another. Some theatres
are large and ornate, with proscenium stages and elaborate seating
arrangements. Others are small and intimate, with thrust stages and
flexible seating.
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The size and shape of the stage is a major factor in determining the type of
productions that can be performed in a theatre. Proscenium stages are
typically best suited for traditional plays and musicals, while thrust stages
are more versatile and can be used for a wider variety of productions.

The seating arrangement also plays a role in shaping the theatrical
experience. Proscenium stages typically have a fixed seating arrangement,
with the audience seated in rows facing the stage. Thrust stages, on the
other hand, often have more flexible seating arrangements, allowing the
audience to be seated in a variety of configurations.

The Conceptual Space

The conceptual space of a theatre is the less tangible aspect of theatrical
space, and it refers to the relationship between the stage and the audience.
This relationship is created through a variety of factors, including the
physical space of the theatre, the lighting, the sound, and the costumes
and props.

The director and designer work together to create a conceptual space that
supports the production's overall vision. For example, in a production of
Shakespeare's Hamlet, the director and designer might choose to create a
dark and brooding atmosphere by using dark colors, low lighting, and
heavy textures.

The Relationship Between the Stage and the Audience

The relationship between the stage and the audience is essential to the
theatrical experience. The director and designer must work together to
create a space that allows the audience to connect with the performance
on an emotional level.



There are a number of different ways to create a connection between the
stage and the audience. One common technique is to use lighting to focus
the audience's attention on the stage. Another technique is to use sound to
create a sense of atmosphere and to evoke emotions.

The costumes and props also play a role in creating a connection between
the stage and the audience. The costumes can help to create a character's
personality and to establish the setting of the play. The props can be used
to create a sense of realism and to provide a focus for the audience's
attention.

Theatrical space is a complex and multifaceted entity that serves as the
backdrop for countless performances. It is a space that is both physical and
conceptual, and it encompasses the stage, the audience, and the
relationship between the two. For directors and designers, understanding
and manipulating theatrical space is essential to creating successful
productions.

Additional Resources

* [The Empty Space](https://www.amazon.com/Empty-Space-Peter-
Brook/dp/0822215318) by Peter Brook * [The Director's Voice: A Guide to
the Creative Process](https://www.amazon.com/Directors-Voice-Guide-
Creative-Process/dp/0415930355) by David Mamet * [The
Sceneographer's Handbook](https://www.amazon.com/Sceneographers-
Handbook-Neil-Peter-Jampolis/dp/0321264978) by Neil Peter Jampolis
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