
The Tale of the Missing Trophy: A Saga of
Soccer, Suspicion, and Triumph
The world of soccer, a sport that captivates billions across the globe, holds
many captivating tales of thrilling matches and remarkable players.
However, one incident that continues to ignite intrigue and fascination is the
perplexing case of the missing World Cup trophy.
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In March 1966, soccer fever gripped England as the nation hosted the
eighth FIFA World Cup. The prestigious Jules Rimet Trophy, awarded to the
tournament's victor, was proudly displayed at the Methodist Central Hall in
Westminster, London.

The Mysterious Disappearance

On March 20, 1966, the unthinkable occurred. The trophy vanished without
a trace, throwing the soccer world into chaos. Panic ensued as officials and
police frantically searched for any sign of the coveted prize.
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Theories and speculations ran rampant. Could it have been an inside job?
Was it a meticulously planned heist by cunning criminals? Or had the
trophy simply been misplaced amidst the tournament's excitement?

The Suspects

Suspicion fell upon various individuals, from petty thieves to organized
crime syndicates. One particular suspect was Edward Betchley, a convicted
thief who had previously targeted valuable artifacts.

Betchley's known association with the criminal underworld made him a
prime candidate. However, despite extensive investigations, no concrete
evidence linked him to the trophy's disappearance.

The Dramatic Recovery

Seven long weeks after its fateful disappearance, on May 27, 1966, hope
emerged. A dog named Pickles, owned by David Corbett, a scrap dealer,
discovered the missing trophy wrapped in newspaper beneath a bush in
South London.

The jubilant Corbett promptly informed the Football Association, who
authenticated the trophy's genuineness. The World Cup had been
miraculously recovered, bringing immense relief and joy to the soccer
community.

The Aftermath

The recovery of the trophy was a testament to the unwavering
determination of the authorities and the unexpected role of a loyal canine
companion. The incident remains a cherished story in soccer folklore,
reminding us of the sport's enduring power to captivate and inspire.



To safeguard against future thefts, FIFA commissioned a new design for the
World Cup trophy. The current FIFA World Cup Trophy, introduced in 1974,
remains a symbol of soccer excellence and a reminder of the remarkable
tale of its predecessor.

The Tale of the Missing Trophy is a timeless tale that continues to captivate
soccer enthusiasts to this day. It is a story of mystery, intrigue, and
ultimately, the triumph of human resilience. The missing trophy incident
stands as a testament to the passion, determination, and unforgettable
moments that make soccer the beloved sport it is.
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