The Prisoner of War Camp for Air Force
Personnel 1940-1945: An Official History

During World War II, the German Luftwaffe captured thousands of Allied
airmen. These men were held in prisoner of war (POW) camps, where they
were subjected to harsh conditions and often mistreated. One of the most
notorious of these camps was Stalag Luft Ill, which was located in what is
now Poland.
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Stalag Luft lll was established in 1940 and held over 10,000 POWs at its
peak. The camp was overcrowded and unsanitary, and the prisoners were
often forced to live in tents or barracks with little food or water. The
prisoners were also subjected to forced labor and were often beaten or
tortured by their captors.
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Despite the harsh conditions, the POWSs at Stalag Luft Il remained
determined to escape. In 1944, a group of 76 prisoners staged a mass
escape, which became known as "The Great Escape." The escape was
ultimately unsuccessful, but it became a symbol of the resilience and
determination of the POWs.

Stalag Luft lll was liberated by the Allies in 1945. The camp was then used
to house German POWs, and it was eventually closed in 1948. Today, the
site of Stalag Luft Ill is a memorial to the POWs who were held there.

Conditions at Stalag Luft lll

The conditions at Stalag Luft Ill were harsh and unsanitary. The camp was
overcrowded, and the prisoners were often forced to live in tents or
barracks with little food or water. The prisoners were also subjected to
forced labor and were often beaten or tortured by their captors.

The camp was located in a remote area of Poland, and the prisoners were
often isolated from the outside world. This isolation made it difficult for the
prisoners to receive news from home or to escape. The prisoners were also
subjected to constant propaganda, which was designed to demoralize them
and make them give up hope.

Treatment of the POWs

The POWs at Stalag Luft Il were treated poorly by their captors. They were
often beaten or tortured, and they were subjected to forced labor. The
prisoners were also given little food or water, and they were often forced to
live in unsanitary conditions.



The treatment of the POWs at Stalag Luft Ill was a violation of the Geneva
Convention, which sets out the minimum standards for the treatment of
POWSs. The German government was aware of the mistreatment of the
POWs, but it did little to stop it.

Escape Attempts

Despite the harsh conditions and the mistreatment by their captors, the
POWs at Stalag Luft lll remained determined to escape. Over the course of
the war, there were numerous escape attempts, some of which were
successful.

The most famous escape attempt from Stalag Luft Ill was "The Great
Escape," which took place in 1944. A group of 76 prisoners dug a tunnel
under the camp and escaped into the surrounding countryside. However,
the escape was ultimately unsuccessful, and most of the prisoners were
recaptured.

Impact of the Camp

The POW camp at Stalag Luft Il had a profound impact on the POWs who
were held there. The harsh conditions and the mistreatment by their
captors left many of the prisoners with physical and psychological scars.

The POWs also faced a long and difficult road to recovery after the war.
Many of the prisoners had lost their homes and families, and they struggled
to find work and rebuild their lives.

Legacy of the Camp

The POW camp at Stalag Luft Il is a reminder of the horrors of war. The
camp was a place where thousands of innocent men were held captive and



subjected to unimaginable suffering.

The legacy of Stalag Luft Il is a reminder of the importance of
remembering the victims of war and fighting against tyranny and
oppression.

The POW camp at Stalag Luft lll was a dark chapter in the history of World
War Il. The camp was a place where thousands of innocent men were held
captive and subjected to unimaginable suffering.

The legacy of Stalag Luft Il is a reminder of the horrors of war and the
importance of remembering the victims of tyranny and oppression.
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