
The Life of General Garibaldi: A Unifying
Force in Italy's Risorgimento
Giuseppe Garibaldi was a legendary Italian general and revolutionary who
played a pivotal role in the unification of Italy during the Risorgimento
movement. Known for his charismatic leadership, military brilliance, and
unwavering belief in a unified Italian nation, Garibaldi became a symbol of
hope and freedom for the Italian people.
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Early Life and Revolutionary Beginnings

Giuseppe Garibaldi was born on July 4, 1807, in Nice, then part of the
Kingdom of Sardinia. From an early age, he developed a strong sense of
patriotism and a desire to fight for the liberation of Italy from foreign rule.

In 1833, Garibaldi joined the Young Italy movement, a secret society
founded by Giuseppe Mazzini with the aim of unifying Italy through
revolution. His involvement in revolutionary activities led to his exile from
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Sardinia and a life of adventure and fighting for various causes around the
globe.

The Expedition of the Thousand

In 1860, Garibaldi embarked on his most famous exploit, the Expedition of
the Thousand. With a small force of 1,000 volunteers known as the
Redshirts, he sailed from Genoa to Sicily, with the intention of liberating the
island from Bourbon rule.

The expedition was a resounding success. Garibaldi and his Redshirts
landed at Marsala on May 11, 1860, and quickly defeated the Bourbon
forces in a series of battles, including the battle of Calatafimi and the battle
of Milazzo. By the end of July, Garibaldi had taken control of most of Sicily.

The Liberation of Southern Italy

After securing Sicily, Garibaldi set his sights on liberating mainland Italy. In
August 1860, he crossed the Strait of Messina and landed in Calabria. The
local population welcomed him as a liberator, and he quickly gained control
of several provinces.

Garibaldi's victories in southern Italy alarmed the other European powers,
who feared the spread of revolutionary ideas. France and Austria sent
troops to intervene, but Garibaldi's forces defeated them at the battle of
Volturno on October 1, 1860.

The Unification of Italy

Garibaldi's triumphs in southern Italy paved the way for the unification of
the country. In March 1861, the Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed, with
Victor Emmanuel II of Sardinia as king. Garibaldi played a key role in the



negotiations that led to the unification, but he refused to enter the new
government, believing that his work was done.

Later Life and Legacy

After the unification of Italy, Garibaldi continued to fight for various causes
around the world. He led expeditions to support republican movements in
South America and Europe, and he also campaigned for social reforms in
Italy.

Giuseppe Garibaldi died on June 2, 1882, at his home on the island of
Caprera. He was given a state funeral, and his remains were interred in the
Pantheon in Rome. Garibaldi's legacy lives on today as a symbol of Italian
unity and independence.

Giuseppe Garibaldi was a charismatic leader, a brilliant military strategist,
and a passionate believer in the cause of Italian unification. His life and
achievements played a pivotal role in the Risorgimento movement and the
creation of a unified Italian nation. Garibaldi's legacy continues to inspire
Italians and people around the world who strive for freedom, independence,
and social justice.
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