
The Life and Legacy of George Berger, an
American Eagle Conservationist
George Berger was a pioneering American eagle conservationist who
dedicated his life to protecting these majestic birds. His work helped to
save the bald eagle from extinction, and his legacy continues to inspire
conservationists today.
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Early Life and Education

George Berger was born in 1927 in New York City. He developed a love of
nature at a young age, and he spent much of his childhood exploring the
woods and fields near his home. In 1945, he joined the U.S. Navy, where
he served as a radio operator during World War II.

After the war, Berger attended Cornell University, where he studied
ornithology. He graduated in 1951 with a bachelor's degree in conservation.
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In 1954, he earned a master's degree in wildlife management from the
University of Michigan.

Early Career

Berger began his career as a wildlife biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. In 1957, he was assigned to the Patuxent Wildlife Research
Center in Maryland, where he began studying the bald eagle.

At the time, the bald eagle was in decline due to a number of factors,
including habitat loss, hunting, and the use of pesticides. Berger's research
helped to identify the threats facing the bald eagle and to develop
strategies for its protection.

Conservation Advocacy

In addition to his research, Berger was also a vocal advocate for eagle
conservation. He spoke out against the use of pesticides, and he worked to
protect eagle habitat.

In 1962, Berger helped to found the Raptor Research Foundation, an
organization dedicated to the study and conservation of raptors. He also
served as a member of the Advisory Committee on Predator Control, which
advised the U.S. Department of the Interior on predator control policies.

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Berger's work played a key role in the passage of the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act in 1940. This law prohibited the killing, capturing, or
harassing of bald and golden eagles, and it also protected their nests and
eggs.



The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act was a major victory for eagle
conservation, and it helped to stabilize the populations of these birds.
However, Berger knew that more needed to be done to protect eagles.

The Endangered Species Act

In 1973, Berger helped to draft the Endangered Species Act, which was
signed into law by President Richard Nixon. This law provides federal
protection for endangered and threatened species, and it has been
instrumental in the recovery of many species, including the bald eagle.

Later Career

Berger retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1987, but he
continued to work for eagle conservation. He served as a consultant to
various organizations, and he wrote numerous articles and books about
eagles.

Berger also remained active in the Raptor Research Foundation, and he
served as its president from 1989 to 1991. In 1995, he was awarded the
foundation's Lifetime Achievement Award.

Legacy

George Berger died in 2011 at the age of 84. He is remembered as one of
the most influential eagle conservationists of the 20th century. His work
helped to save the bald eagle from extinction, and his legacy continues to
inspire conservationists today.

Berger's work is a reminder that even a single person can make a
difference in the world. Through his dedication and hard work, he helped to
protect one of America's most iconic birds.
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