The Golden Age Musicals Of Darryl F Zanuck:
The Gentleman Preferred Blondes

## The Gentleman Preferred Blondes: A Hollywood Classic with Enduring
Charm

In the annals of Hollywood history, few films have captured the carefree
spirit and glamour of the Roaring Twenties like "The Gentleman Preferred
Blondes." This 1953 musical extravaganza, based on the hit Broadway
musical of the same name, is a timeless classic that continues to delight
audiences with its witty dialogue, effervescent performances, and
unforgettable songs.
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### The Story Behind the "Gentlemen"

The story of "The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" revolves around Lorelei
Lee (Marilyn Monroe),a beautiful showgirl from Little Rock, Arkansas, and
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her best friend, Dorothy Shaw (Jane Russell),a former beauty queen from
Missouri. The two women embark on a transatlantic voyage to Paris, where
Lorelei plans to marry the wealthy English Sir Francis Beekman (Charles
Coburn).

However, their journey is not without its complications. Dorothy falls for the
ship's handsome first officer, Henry Spofford (Elliott Reid),while Lorelei
catches the eye of Ernie Malone (Tommy Noonan),a private detective hired
to keep an eye on her. Amidst these romantic entanglements, the women
navigate the complexities of high society and the temptations of wealth.

### The Casting Genius

The success of "The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" lies in no small part to
its iconic casting. Marilyn Monroe, in her breakthrough role as Lorelei Lee,
exudes both glamour and vulnerability, creating a character that is both
irresistibly charming and profoundly human. Jane Russell, as Dorothy,
provides a perfect foil to Monroe's effervescence, with her down-to-earth
wit and relatable determination.

Charles Coburn brings a touch of aristocratic dignity to the role of Sir
Francis Beekman, while Elliott Reid and Tommy Noonan add a layer of
romantic intrigue as Henry Spofford and Ernie Malone, respectively. The
supporting cast, including Gus Schilling as the ship's captain and George
Winslow as a wealthy suitor, rounds out the ensemble with memorable
performances.

### The Musical Magic



The songs of "The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" are as memorable as the
film itself. Composer Jule Styne and lyricist Leo Robin penned a score that
perfectly captures the exuberance and innocence of the Roaring Twenties.
The title song, performed by Monroe and Russell, is a sparkling anthem to
the power of seduction.

Other highlights include the rousing "Diamonds Are a Girl's Best Friend,"
Monroe's sultry rendition of "Bye Bye Baby," and the romantic ballad "A
Little Girl from Little Rock." These songs, along with the film's elaborate
dance sequences, elevate "The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" to the realm
of musical masterpiece.

### The Legacy of a Classic

"The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" was an instant box-office success
upon its release in 1953. The film grossed over $25 million worldwide,
making it one of the highest-grossing films of the year. It received
numerous award nominations, including six Academy Award nominations,
and won the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture — Musical or
Comedy.

In the decades since its release, "The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" has
maintained its popularity as a beloved classic. It has been re-released in
theaters, on home video, and on streaming platforms, and it continues to
entertain new generations of fans. Its witty dialogue, charming characters,
and unforgettable songs have made it an enduring piece of cinematic
history.
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"The Gentleman Preferred Blondes" is a timeless cinematic gem that
captures the spirit and glamour of a bygone era. With its iconic
performances, memorable songs, and sparkling script, the film remains a
beloved classic that continues to entertain and enchant audiences
worldwide. Whether you're a fan of Hollywood musicals, Marilyn Monroe, or
simply enjoy a good time at the movies, "The Gentleman Preferred
Blondes" is a must-see film that will leave you humming its catchy tunes
long after the credits have rolled.
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