
Study Guide For Henrik Ibsen S An Enemy Of
The People

Henrik Ibsen's "An Enemy of the People" is a thought-provoking and
socially conscious play that delves into the complex themes of truth,
morality, and the individual's responsibility to society. Written in 1882, the
play remains highly relevant today, offering insights into the dangers of
conformity and the importance of integrity.

This comprehensive study guide provides an in-depth analysis of "An
Enemy of the People," including character analysis, theme analysis,
symbolism, literary devices, and historical context.
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Character Analysis

Dr. Thomas Stockmann: The protagonist of the play, Dr. Stockmann is a
truth-seeking medical officer who discovers the contamination of the baths,
the town's main economic attraction. He is a principled and idealistic man
who believes in the truth and the public's right to know. However, his
uncompromising nature and lack of social tact lead to his isolation and
ostracism.

Peter Stockmann, the Mayor: Dr. Stockmann's older brother and the
mayor of the town, Peter is a pragmatic and politically savvy man. He
prioritizes the town's economic interests over the truth and attempts to
silence his brother. His actions reveal the corrupting influence of power and
the lengths to which people will go to protect their vested interests.

Morten Kiil, the newspaper editor: Kiil is a cunning and opportunistic
journalist who initially supports Dr. Stockmann's cause but later turns
against him when it becomes politically expedient to do so. He represents
the power of the press and the sensationalist media's ability to sway public
opinion.
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Hovstad, a journalist: Hovstad is a well-meaning and ambitious journalist
who initially believes in Dr. Stockmann's cause but is swayed by the
majority opinion. He represents the conflict between personal integrity and
societal pressure.

Aslaksen, the school principal: Aslaksen is a respected member of the
community who follows the majority opinion and believes that Dr.
Stockmann's actions are damaging to the town. He represents the power of
conformity and the fear of social isolation.

Theme Analysis

Truth vs. Popularity: The play explores the conflict between truth and
popularity. Dr. Stockmann's discovery of the contamination threatens the
town's economic well-being, leading to a public outcry against him. He is
accused of being an enemy of the people for speaking out against their
cherished self-image.

Individualism vs. Conformity: Dr. Stockmann's struggle against the
majority opinion highlights the tension between individualism and
conformity. He refuses to compromise his principles, even when it alienates
him from his community. The play questions the limits of individual
responsibility and the dangers of blindly following the crowd.

The Power of the Press: The play examines the power of the press in
shaping public opinion. Kiil's newspaper initially supports Dr. Stockmann's
cause but later turns against him, proving that even well-intentioned media
can be swayed by vested interests.

Symbolism



The Baths: The baths symbolize the town's dependence on tourism and
the importance of maintaining a positive self-image. The contamination of
the baths represents the corruption and deceit that lies beneath the surface
of society.

The Majority: The majority, represented by the townspeople and the
newspaper, symbolizes the power of conformity and the fear of social
isolation. Their unwavering support for Peter Stockmann and their hostility
towards Dr. Stockmann demonstrate the ease with which public opinion
can be manipulated.

Literary Devices

Irony: The play abounds in irony, such as the fact that the "enemy of the
people" is actually the one who is trying to save them from a dangerous
truth. This irony highlights the play's central themes of deception and
societal self-deception.

Dramatic irony: The audience is aware of the contamination of the baths,
while the townspeople are initially unaware. This dramatic irony creates a
sense of suspense and tension, as the audience anticipates the inevitable
conflict between truth and popularity.

Foreshadowing: The play contains several instances of foreshadowing,
such as the opening scene where Dr. Stockmann's children play with
broken pipes, which foreshadows the revelation of the contaminated baths.
These foreshadowing devices add to the play's suspense and provide a
sense of inevitability.

Historical Context



The play was written during a period of social and political upheaval in
Europe. Industrialization and the rise of mass media led to a growing
skepticism towards traditional authority and a desire for greater individual
freedom. The play reflects these concerns, questioning the role of the
individual in society and the limits of democracy.

"An Enemy of the People" is a thought-provoking and relevant play that
continues to resonate with audiences today. Through its exploration of
truth, morality, and the individual's responsibility to society, the play forces
us to confront the complex nature of human nature and the challenges of
living in a democratic society. This study guide provides a comprehensive
analysis of the play's characters, themes, symbolism, literary devices, and
historical context, enhancing the reader's understanding and appreciation
of this timeless work.
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