
Strike Up The Band: A Timeless and
Enchanting Musical Masterpiece
In the annals of American musical theater, few productions have left as
enduring a mark as "Strike Up The Band," a captivating and witty satire that
premiered on December 14, 1927, at the Times Square Theatre in New
York City. This groundbreaking musical, with music by George Gershwin,
lyrics by Ira Gershwin, and book by George S. Kaufman, not only redefined
the genre but also provided a biting commentary on the political and social
climate of its time.

A Tale of Intrigue and Idealism

"Strike Up The Band" follows the adventures of Horace J. Fletcher, an
idealistic inventor who stumbles upon a formula that turns seawater into
gasoline. As the world is captivated by his discovery, Fletcher finds himself
entangled in a web of international intrigue, political machinations, and a
whirlwind romance.
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Horace's path crosses with that of Mary Hillary, a vivacious and determined
young woman who shares his passion for social justice. Together, they
navigate the complexities of a world where greed, power, and prejudice
often overshadow the pursuit of progress.

Masterful Music and Lyricism

The score of "Strike Up The Band" is a testament to the brilliance of the
Gershwin brothers. The music is a captivating blend of catchy melodies,
syncopated rhythms, and lush harmonies, perfectly capturing the spirit of
the Roaring Twenties.

Songs such as "Strike Up The Band," "Soon," and "I've Got a Crush on
You" have become timeless classics, showcasing the lyrical wit and
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emotional depth of Ira Gershwin. The orchestrations, by then-unknown
orchestrator Robert Russell Bennett, are equally impressive, bringing a rich
and vibrant soundscape to the production.

A Cutting-Edge Satire

Beyond its musical brilliance, "Strike Up The Band" is also a biting satire
that holds a mirror to the follies of human nature. The show deftly skewers
the rampant materialism, political corruption, and international tensions of
the time.

Through the character of Horace Fletcher, the musical poses profound
questions about the true meaning of progress and the dangers of unbridled
ambition. It challenges the status quo and advocates for a society that
values idealism and compassion over greed and power.
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A Long-Lasting Legacy

"Strike Up The Band" enjoyed a successful run on Broadway, playing for
190 performances. Despite its initial success, the show was not without its
critics, who took issue with its satirical tone and unconventional subject
matter.

Over the years, however, "Strike Up The Band" has been re-evaluated and
recognized as a groundbreaking work of musical theater. It has been
revived several times, both on Broadway and internationally, receiving
critical acclaim for its timeless music and enduring message.

The Enduring Enchantment of "Strike Up The Band"

The enduring appeal of "Strike Up The Band" lies in its ability to entertain,
provoke, and inspire audiences of all ages. Its witty dialogue, catchy music,
and unforgettable characters make it both a delightful theatrical experience
and a thought-provoking commentary on the human condition.



In an era marcado by uncertainty and change, "Strike Up The Band" stands
as a reminder of the power of idealism, the importance of social justice, and
the resilience of the human spirit. It continues to be a beloved musical that
resonates with audiences today, offering a timeless and enchanting
reminder that even in the face of adversity, the pursuit of progress and the
dream of a better world are worth fighting for.
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