
Practical Test Standards (PTS) FAA 8081-8B: A
Comprehensive Guide for Candidates

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Practical Test Standards (PTS)
FAA 8081-8B outlines the requirements and procedures for conducting
practical flight tests for various pilot certificates and ratings. This document
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serves as a guide for both candidates and examiners, ensuring consistency
and objectivity in the evaluation process. Adherence to the PTS standards
is crucial for candidates seeking to demonstrate their proficiency and earn
their desired certification.
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Sections of the PTS 8081-8B

General Information provides an overview of the PTS, including its
purpose, scope, and the roles of candidates and examiners.

Test Requirements and Procedures outlines the specific maneuvers,
skills, and knowledge that candidates must demonstrate during the
practical test. Each maneuver is described in detail, including its
objectives, entry, performance, recovery, and scoring criteria.

Aircraft and Equipment Requirements specifies the types of aircraft
and equipment that are eligible for use in practical tests. It also defines
the minimum requirements for instrumentation and navigation systems.

Examiner Qualifications and Responsibilities outlines the
qualifications and responsibilities of examiners who administer
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practical tests. Examiners must possess the appropriate experience
and training to evaluate candidates fairly and objectively.

Administrative Procedures provides guidelines for scheduling,
conducting, and reporting practical tests. It includes instructions for
submitting applications, preparing for the test, and documenting the
results.

Preparation for the Practical Test

Candidates seeking to excel in their practical test should thoroughly
prepare using the PTS 8081-8B as their primary resource. Here are some
essential preparation tips:

1. Study the PTS Carefully: Familiarize yourself with the contents of the
PTS, paying particular attention to the maneuvers and skills required
for your specific certificate or rating.

2. Practice Consistently: Engage in regular flight practice under the
guidance of a qualified instructor. This will enhance your proficiency
and build confidence in performing the maneuvers to the required
standards.

3. Know Your Aircraft: Thoroughly understand the aircraft you will be
flying during the test, including its performance characteristics,
systems, and limitations.

4. Review Regulations and Procedures: Ensure you have a solid
understanding of relevant aviation regulations and procedures, such as
airspace rules, communication protocols, and emergency procedures.

5. Maintain a Positive Attitude: Approach the practical test with
confidence and a positive outlook. Remember that the examiner is



there to evaluate your skills, not to judge you personally.

During the Practical Test

Arrive Prepared: Bring all necessary documentation, including your
pilot's certificate, medical certificate, and the PTS 8081-8B.

Listen Attentively: Pay close attention to the examiner's instructions
and ask clarifying questions if needed.

Perform Maneuvers Safely: Execute each maneuver smoothly and
accurately, demonstrating your proficiency and adherence to the PTS
standards.

Communicate Clearly: Maintain clear and effective communication
with the examiner throughout the test, using proper phraseology and
terminology.

Handle Emergencies Calmly: If an emergency situation arises,
remain calm and follow proper procedures. Your ability to manage
emergencies safely will be evaluated.

After the Practical Test

The examiner will provide a debriefing after the practical test, discussing
your performance and any areas for improvement. If you pass the test, you
will receive your certificate or rating. If you do not pass, you will be
informed of the reasons for your failure and provided with guidance for
further preparation.

The FAA Practical Test Standards 8081-8B is an essential document for
pilots seeking to obtain their desired certification. By thoroughly preparing
for the practical test using the PTS as their guide, candidates can increase



their chances of success and demonstrate their proficiency in aviation
skills. Adherence to the PTS standards not only ensures a fair and
objective evaluation process but also enhances safety and professionalism
within the aviation industry.
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