
Practical Pathway to 21st Century Skills
Essentials for Principals
In the 21st century, the world is changing at an unprecedented pace. The
skills that were once considered essential for success are no longer
enough. To prepare students for the future, principals need to master 21st
century skills.
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21st century skills are a set of skills that are necessary for success in the
21st century workplace and beyond. These skills include:

Critical thinking

Problem solving

Creativity

Collaboration
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Communication

Information literacy

Media literacy

Technology literacy

Principals play a vital role in developing 21st century skills in students.
They can create a learning environment that fosters these skills and
provide opportunities for students to practice them. Principals can also
model 21st century skills for their students and staff.

Here are some practical strategies that principals can use to develop 21st
century skills in students:

Create a learning environment that is rich in opportunities for
critical thinking and problem solving. This can be done by providing
students with open-ended questions and tasks, encouraging them to
ask questions, and giving them opportunities to work on projects that
require them to think creatively and solve problems.

Provide opportunities for students to collaborate and
communicate. This can be done by having students work in groups,
participate in class discussions, and give presentations.

Teach students how to access and evaluate information. This can
be done by providing students with instruction on how to use the library
and the internet, and by teaching them how to evaluate the credibility
of information.

Teach students how to use technology effectively. This can be
done by providing students with access to technology and by teaching



them how to use it for learning and productivity.

Model 21st century skills for your students and staff. This can be
done by demonstrating critical thinking, problem solving, creativity,
collaboration, communication, information literacy, media literacy, and
technology literacy in your own work.

By developing 21st century skills in students, principals can prepare them
for success in the 21st century workplace and beyond. These skills will help
students to think critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, and
use technology effectively. They will also help students to be creative,
collaborative, and information literate.

Resources for Principals

Here are some resources that principals can use to develop 21st century
skills in students:

Partnership for 21st Century Skills

Edutopia: 21st Century Skills

ISTE Standards for Students

National Association of Secondary School Principals: 21st Century
Skills

By using these resources, principals can create a learning environment that
fosters 21st century skills in students and prepare them for success in the
21st century workplace and beyond.
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