
New Directions for Clarinet: The New
Instrumentation
The clarinet is a woodwind instrument that has been around for centuries. It
is a versatile instrument that can be used in a variety of musical genres,
from classical to jazz to rock. In recent years, there have been a number of
new developments in clarinet playing, including the use of new playing
techniques and the development of new instruments. These new directions
are expanding the possibilities of the clarinet and opening up new avenues
for musical expression.

New Playing Techniques

One of the most significant developments in clarinet playing in recent years
has been the development of new playing techniques. These techniques
allow clarinetists to produce a wider range of sounds and effects, and they
have opened up new possibilities for musical expression. Some of the most
common new playing techniques include:
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Multiphonics: Multiphonics are produced by playing two or more
notes simultaneously. This can be done by using different fingerings or
by using the breath to control the pitch of the notes. Multiphonics can
create a wide range of sounds, from dissonant clusters to ethereal
harmonics.

Flutter tonguing: Flutter tonguing is a technique that produces a
rapid, fluttering sound. It is created by rolling the tongue back and forth
across the reed. Flutter tonguing can be used to create a variety of
effects, from fast runs to bird-like trills.

Slap tonguing: Slap tonguing is a technique that produces a
percussive sound. It is created by striking the reed with the tip of the
tongue. Slap tonguing can be used to create a variety of effects, from
rhythmic patterns to accents.

New Instruments

In addition to the development of new playing techniques, there have also
been a number of new instruments developed for the clarinet. These
instruments extend the range of the clarinet, and they allow clarinetists to
play in new registers and with new timbres. Some of the most common new
instruments for the clarinet include:

Bass clarinet: The bass clarinet is a larger version of the clarinet that
plays in the lower register. It has a rich, resonant sound that is often
used in jazz and classical music.

Contrabass clarinet: The contrabass clarinet is the largest member of
the clarinet family. It plays in the lowest register and has a deep,



powerful sound. The contrabass clarinet is often used in contemporary
music and jazz.

Clarinet choir: A clarinet choir is a group of clarinets that play
together. Clarinet choirs can range in size from a few players to
dozens of players. They can be used to create a wide variety of
sounds, from delicate chamber music to powerful orchestral works.

The clarinet is a versatile and expressive instrument that is constantly
evolving. The development of new playing techniques and new instruments
is expanding the possibilities of the clarinet and opening up new avenues
for musical expression. As clarinetists continue to explore the potential of
their instrument, we can expect to hear even more new and exciting
sounds from the clarinet in the years to come.
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