
Mastering Harold Pinter's "Betrayal": A
Comprehensive Study Guide
Harold Pinter's "Betrayal" is a complex and rewarding play that explores the
intricacies of love, relationships, and betrayal. This study guide provides a
comprehensive overview of the play, including character analysis, themes,
symbolism, and key plot points, to help you unlock the layers of this
captivating work.

Character Analysis

Robert: A successful publisher and Emma's current husband. Robert is a
complex character who is both loving and possessive. He is deeply in love
with Emma, but his insecurity and jealousy drive him to betray her with
Jerry.
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Emma: A gallery owner and Robert's wife. Emma is a strong and
independent woman who is initially portrayed as the victim in the play.
However, as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that she is also flawed and
capable of betrayal.
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Jerry: A literature professor and Emma's former lover. Jerry is a charming
and charismatic man, but he is also selfish and manipulative. He is driven
by a desire for control and power, and he uses Emma's love for him to get
what he wants.

Themes

Betrayal: The play's central theme is betrayal, and Pinter explores the
different ways in which people can betray each other. This includes
physical betrayal (such as infidelity),emotional betrayal (such as lying or
withholding information),and betrayal of trust.

Love: Another major theme of the play is love. Pinter examines the
complexities of love and the ways in which it can both hurt and heal. He
also explores the different types of love, such as romantic love, platonic
love, and love of family.

Memory: Memory is also an important theme in the play. Pinter uses non-
linear storytelling and flashbacks to explore the ways in which memory can
be unreliable and distorted. He also shows how memory can shape our
perceptions of the past and present.

Symbolism

The House: The house in the play is a symbol of the characters'
relationships. It is a place where they live, love, and betray each other. The
house is also a symbol of the past, and the characters' memories of their
time there haunt them.

The River: The river in the play is a symbol of time and change. It is a
place where the characters can go to escape their problems, but it is also a



reminder of the inevitable passage of time.

The Garden: The garden in the play is a symbol of innocence and hope. It
is a place where the characters can go to find peace and solace, but it is
also a place where they can be tempted by betrayal.

Plot Summary

The play is set in London in the 1960s and 1970s. It begins with Robert and
Emma in the present day, as they discuss their divorce. The play then uses
a series of flashbacks to show us how their relationship developed and fell
apart.

We learn that Robert and Emma met at a party in the 1960s. They fell in
love and married, but their relationship was soon tested by Robert's
insecurity and jealousy. Robert began an affair with Jerry, who was Emma's
former lover. Emma eventually discovered the affair and confronted Robert,
but she chose to stay with him.

The play ends with Robert and Emma in the present day, as they reflect on
their past. They realize that they have both betrayed each other, and that
their relationship is beyond repair.

Harold Pinter's "Betrayal" is a powerful and moving play that explores the
complexities of love, relationships, and betrayal. This study guide has
provided a comprehensive overview of the play, including character
analysis, themes, symbolism, and key plot points. With this guide in hand,
you will be well-equipped to unlock the layers of this captivating work and
discover its timeless insights into the human condition.
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