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Makeda Randall Robinson is a trailblazing activist, author, and educator
whose unwavering commitment to social justice has left an enduring mark
on the world. Throughout her life, she has tirelessly championed the rights
of women and communities of color, advocating for equality, empowerment,
and self-determination.

Early Life and Education

Robinson was born on February 14, 1930, in Brooklyn, New York. Her
parents, Gertrude and Milton Randall, were immigrants from Jamaica who
instilled in her a deep sense of social consciousness from a young age.
Robinson attended public schools in New York City and later received a
bachelor's degree in social work from New York University.

Activism in the Civil Rights Movement

Robinson's activism began in the 1950s, during the height of the civil rights
movement. She joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) and played a key role in organizing protests, voter registration
drives, and educational programs in the South. Robinson's fearless
leadership and unwavering commitment to nonviolence earned her the
respect and admiration of her peers.
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In 1963, Robinson was arrested and imprisoned for participating in a sit-in
at a segregated restaurant in Greensboro, North Carolina. Her arrest
became a pivotal moment in the civil rights movement and helped
galvanize support for the cause. Robinson continued to fight for justice
throughout the 1960s, participating in marches, boycotts, and other
nonviolent actions.

Women's Rights Advocacy

In the late 1960s, Robinson shifted her focus to women's rights. She co-
founded the National Black Feminist Organization (NBFO) in 1973, one of
the first organizations to address the unique challenges faced by Black
women. The NBFO advocated for reproductive justice, economic
empowerment, and an end to violence against women.

Robinson's work with the NBFO had a profound impact on the development
of intersectional feminism. She recognized that the experiences of women
were shaped by multiple factors, including race, class, and gender.
Robinson's intersectional approach to activism has influenced generations
of feminists and activists.

Education and Empowerment

Robinson's commitment to education has been a lifelong passion. She has
taught at several universities, including Hunter College in New York City
and the University of California, Berkeley. Robinson's teaching and writing
have focused on the importance of empowering women and communities
of color through education.

In 1990, Robinson founded the Center for Women's Global Leadership
(CWGL) at Rutgers University. The CWGL is a non-profit organization that



provides training, research, and support to women leaders from around the
world. Robinson has served as the CWGL's executive director since its
inception.

Impact and Legacy

Makeda Randall Robinson's contributions to activism and education have
been immeasurable. She has been recognized for her work with numerous
awards and honors, including the Eleanor Roosevelt Peace Award and
induction into the National Women's Hall of Fame.

Robinson's unwavering commitment to social justice has inspired countless
people. She has been a mentor to young activists and has played a vital
role in the development of feminist and anti-racist movements. Robinson's
legacy will continue to inspire and empower generations to come.

Makeda Randall Robinson is a true icon of activism. Her fearless
leadership, intersectional approach, and unwavering commitment to
empowerment have made a profound impact on the world. Robinson's
work has been instrumental in advancing the rights of women and
communities of color, and she continues to be a source of inspiration for
activists and educators alike.
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