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Jazz music is known for its complex harmonies and improvisational nature,
which can make it seem daunting for guitarists. However, there are many
jazz favorites that are surprisingly easy to play, even for beginners. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore some of the most popular jazz
standards that are perfect for guitarists of all levels.

Chords

The first step to playing jazz guitar is to learn the basic chords. These
include:

Major 7th chords (e.g., Cmaj7, Gmaj7)

Minor 7th chords (e.g., Cmin7, Gmin7)

Dominant 7th chords (e.g., C7, G7)
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Minor 6th chords (e.g., Cmin6, Gmin6)

Sus4 chords (e.g., Csus4, Gsus4)

Once you have mastered these basic chords, you can start to explore more
complex voicings and inversions.

Progressions

Jazz progressions are typically based on the ii-V-I (two-five-one) chord
progression. This progression involves playing a minor 7th chord on the ii
chord, a dominant 7th chord on the V chord, and a major 7th chord on the I
chord. For example, in the key of C, the ii-V-I progression would be Cmin7 -
F7 - Cmaj7.

There are many other common jazz progressions, such as the turnaround
progression (ii-V-I - IV - V - I) and the blues progression (I - IV - V - I). Once
you have learned a few basic progressions, you can start to experiment
and create your own.

Techniques

In addition to chords and progressions, there are a few basic techniques
that are essential for playing jazz guitar. These include:

Walking bass: This technique involves playing a simple bass line while
improvising over the chords.

Comping: This technique involves playing chords and rhythms to
accompany a soloist.

Soloing: This technique involves improvising over the chords using
scales, arpeggios, and other melodic ideas.



Once you have mastered these basic techniques, you can start to explore
more advanced techniques, such as chord substitutions, modal playing,
and extended harmonies.

Jazz Favorites

Now that you have a basic understanding of jazz guitar, let's take a look at
some of the most popular jazz favorites that are perfect for easy guitar.

Autumn Leaves: This classic jazz standard is a beautiful ballad that is
perfect for beginners. The chord progression is simple and the melody
is easy to learn.

Blue Bossa: This samba-infused jazz tune is another great choice for
beginners. The chord progression is based on the ii-V-I progression
and the melody is catchy and fun to play.

Fly Me to the Moon: This upbeat jazz standard is a great way to
practice your walking bass technique. The chord progression is simple
and the melody is easy to sing along to.

Georgia on My Mind: This classic jazz ballad is a beautiful song that
is perfect for intermediate guitarists. The chord progression is a bit
more complex, but the melody is still easy to learn.

Moonlight Serenade: This beautiful jazz ballad is a great way to
practice your comping technique. The chord progression is simple and
the melody is easy to sing along to.

These are just a few of the many jazz favorites that are perfect for easy
guitar. With a little practice, you can master these classics and start playing
jazz like a pro.



Jazz guitar is a challenging but rewarding style of music to play. By learning
the basic chords, progressions, and techniques, you can start to play some
of your favorite jazz standards. With a little practice, you can master the
classics and start playing jazz like a pro.
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