
How Unwritten Rules and Social Media Shape
Discourse in American Higher Education
In the landscape of American higher education, unwritten rules and social
media have emerged as powerful forces that shape discourse and
influence student expression. These factors play a complex and
multifaceted role in determining the boundaries of acceptable speech, the
dynamics of academic freedom, and the overall campus climate.

Unassailable Ideas: How Unwritten Rules and Social
Media Shape Discourse in American Higher Education
by Ilana Redstone

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1584 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 204 pages
Lending : Enabled

Unwritten Rules: The Silent Censor

Unwritten rules are unspoken norms and expectations that govern behavior
within a particular social context. In the context of higher education, these
rules can range from informal dress codes to subtle cues about appropriate
topics of discussion. While unwritten rules can serve to maintain order and
cohesion, they can also have a chilling effect on student expression.
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Students may feel constrained to conform to these unspoken expectations
in order to avoid social ostracism or negative consequences. For example,
a student who expresses dissenting views in a classroom may face subtle
forms of disapproval or marginalization from their peers. This can create an
environment where students are less likely to engage in open and critical
dialogue, and where diverse perspectives are stifled.

Social Media: Amplifying Voices and Dividing Lines

The advent of social media has transformed the way that students
communicate and interact, both on and off campus. While social media
provides a platform for students to express their voices and connect with
others who share their interests, it also has the potential to amplify divisions
and create echo chambers.

On one hand, social media can empower marginalized students by giving
them a voice and a way to connect with others who have shared
experiences. It can also facilitate the dissemination of information and the
mobilization of student activism. On the other hand, social media can also
be used to spread misinformation, perpetuate stereotypes, and target
individuals for harassment.

The echo chamber effect occurs when users are primarily exposed to
content that confirms their existing beliefs and opinions. This can lead to a
narrowing of perspectives and a reinforcement of biases. In the context of
higher education, the echo chamber effect can create a polarized campus
climate where students are less likely to engage with opposing viewpoints.

The Impact on Discourse and Academic Freedom



The interplay of unwritten rules and social media has a significant impact
on discourse and academic freedom in American higher education.
Unwritten rules can create a culture of self-censorship, where students feel
pressured to conform to unspoken expectations. Social media, while
providing a platform for diverse voices, can also amplify divisions and
create echo chambers, limiting the exchange of ideas and the exploration
of alternative perspectives.

This can have a detrimental impact on academic freedom, which is
essential for the pursuit of knowledge and the development of critical
thinking skills. In an atmosphere where students feel constrained to
express certain views or where dissenting opinions are met with hostility,
academic inquiry and debate can be stifled.

Creating a More Inclusive and Equitable Online Environment

Recognizing the challenges presented by unwritten rules and social media,
it is imperative to take steps to create a more inclusive and equitable online
environment in American higher education. This requires a multifaceted
approach that involves both institutional policies and individual actions.

Institutions can play a proactive role by explicitly defining and
communicating their expectations for student conduct online. They can also
provide training and resources to help students navigate the challenges of
social media. Additionally, institutions can support the creation of online
spaces where students feel safe and comfortable expressing diverse
perspectives.

Individuals also have a responsibility to contribute to a positive and
respectful online environment. This includes being mindful of the impact of



their words, being open to different perspectives, and challenging
misinformation and hate speech. Additionally, students can use social
media to amplify marginalized voices and promote inclusive dialogue.

Unwritten rules and social media have a profound impact on discourse in
American higher education. These factors can shape student expression,
influence academic freedom, and create both opportunities and challenges
for the promotion of a more inclusive and equitable campus climate. By
understanding the complexities of these factors and taking steps to mitigate
their negative effects, we can create a learning environment where diverse
perspectives are valued, critical thinking is fostered, and all students feel
empowered to express their voices.
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