
Flight 427: Anatomy of an Air Disaster
On August 13, 1994, American Eagle Flight 427, a commuter plane
operated by Simmons Airlines, crashed shortly after takeoff from O'Hare
International Airport in Chicago, Illinois, killing all 51 people on board. The
accident sent shockwaves through the aviation industry and raised serious
questions about the safety of regional air travel.
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In the years since the crash, there have been numerous investigations into
the causes of the accident. The National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) conducted a thorough investigation and issued a detailed report on
the findings. The report concluded that the crash was caused by a
combination of factors, including pilot error, poor weather conditions, and
mechanical problems with the aircraft.

The Events Leading Up to the Crash

American Eagle Flight 427 was scheduled to depart from O'Hare
International Airport at 1:00 pm on August 13, 1994. The flight was bound
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for Indianapolis International Airport in Indiana. The plane was a Saab
340B turboprop aircraft, which was operated by Simmons Airlines for
American Eagle. The flight crew consisted of Captain Russell Ashton and
First Officer Diane Dills.

The weather conditions at O'Hare International Airport were poor at the
time of the accident. There was heavy rain and thunderstorms in the area,
and the visibility was reduced to less than one mile. Despite the poor
weather conditions, Captain Ashton decided to take off.

The plane took off from Runway 32R at 1:05 pm. Shortly after takeoff, the
plane encountered severe turbulence. The turbulence caused the plane to
roll and pitch violently. Captain Ashton and First Officer Dills struggled to
control the aircraft, but they were unable to recover from the turbulence.

The plane crashed into a field about two miles from the airport. The impact
of the crash destroyed the plane and killed all 51 people on board.

The Investigation

The NTSB conducted a thorough investigation into the causes of the crash.
The investigation team examined the wreckage of the plane, interviewed
witnesses, and reviewed the plane's maintenance records.

The NTSB's investigation concluded that the crash was caused by a
combination of factors, including:

Pilot error: Captain Ashton and First Officer Dills were not properly
trained to handle the severe turbulence that they encountered. They



also made several mistakes during takeoff, which contributed to the
crash.

Poor weather conditions: The heavy rain and thunderstorms created
severe turbulence, which made it difficult for the pilots to control the
plane.

Mechanical problems: The plane's ailerons, which are used to control
the plane's roll, were not functioning properly. This made it difficult for
the pilots to control the plane in the turbulence.

The Lessons Learned

The crash of American Eagle Flight 427 was a tragic event that claimed the
lives of 51 people. The NTSB's investigation into the crash revealed several
important lessons that can be learned from this tragedy.

Pilots need to be properly trained to handle severe weather
conditions. Captain Ashton and First Officer Dills were not properly
trained to handle the severe turbulence that they encountered. This
lack of training contributed to the crash.

Airplanes need to be properly maintained. The plane's ailerons
were not functioning properly, which made it difficult for the pilots to
control the plane in the turbulence. This lack of maintenance
contributed to the crash.

Passengers need to be informed about the risks of flying in
severe weather conditions. Passengers should be aware of the
dangers of flying in severe weather conditions and should be given the
option to cancel their flights if they are concerned about the safety.



The crash of American Eagle Flight 427 was a preventable tragedy. The
NTSB's investigation into the crash revealed several important lessons that
can be learned from this tragedy. These lessons can help to prevent similar
tragedies from happening in the future.
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