
Don T Feed The Narcissists : The Mythology
And Science Of Mental Health
Mental health is a complex and multifaceted issue, influenced by a
multitude of psychological, biological, and societal factors. Over the
centuries, various cultures have developed their own unique myths and
legends to explain the causes and nature of mental illness. These myths
have often shaped the way we think about and treat mental health, and
they continue to influence our perceptions and experiences today.

The Myth of Demon Possession

One of the oldest and most widespread myths about mental illness is the
belief that it is caused by possession by demons or other supernatural
beings. This belief has been held by many cultures throughout history,
including the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. In some cases,
individuals who were believed to be possessed were subjected to exorcism
or other rituals to drive out the evil spirits.

The myth of demon possession is still prevalent in some cultures today,
particularly in religious communities. However, scientific evidence has
consistently debunked the notion that mental illness is caused by
supernatural forces. Mental health disorders are now recognized as
complex medical conditions that can be treated with a combination of
therapy, medication, and other evidence-based interventions.
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The Myth of Weakness

Another common myth about mental illness is that it is a sign of weakness
or personal failure. This myth is often perpetuated by the stigma
surrounding mental health, which can lead people to feel ashamed or
embarrassed about their condition. As a result, many individuals may be
reluctant to seek help for their mental health problems, which can lead to
the worsening of symptoms and increased suffering.

It is important to recognize that mental illness is not a sign of weakness. It
is simply a medical condition that can affect anyone, regardless of their
age, race, gender, or socioeconomic status. Mental health disorders are
caused by a complex interplay of genetic, environmental, and psychological
factors, and they are not a reflection of a person's character or abilities.

The Myth of Incurability

A third common myth about mental illness is that it is incurable. This myth
is simply not true. While some mental health disorders can be chronic and
require ongoing treatment, the vast majority of individuals with mental
illness can live full and productive lives. With the right treatment, people
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with mental health disorders can manage their symptoms, improve their
quality of life, and achieve their goals.

The Science of Mental Health

In addition to the myths and legends that have shaped our perceptions of
mental illness, there is also a growing body of scientific evidence that is
helping us to better understand the causes and treatment of mental health
disorders. This research has led to the development of new medications,
therapies, and other interventions that are effective in reducing symptoms
and improving outcomes.

One of the most important scientific discoveries about mental illness is that
it is a biological disorder. Research has shown that mental health disorders
are associated with changes in brain structure and function. These
changes can be caused by a variety of factors, including genetics,
environmental stressors, and trauma.

Another important scientific discovery is that mental health disorders are
treatable. There are a variety of evidence-based treatments available for
mental health disorders, including psychotherapy, medication, and lifestyle
changes. These treatments can help to reduce symptoms, improve quality
of life, and prevent relapse.

The mythology and science of mental health are two sides of the same
coin. Myths and legends have shaped our perceptions of mental illness for
centuries, while science is providing us with new insights into the causes
and treatment of mental health disorders. By understanding both the myths
and the science of mental health, we can challenge the stigma surrounding



mental illness and work towards a more just and equitable society where
everyone has access to the care they need.

Additional Resources:

National Alliance on Mental Illness

MentalHealth.gov

National Institute of Mental Health
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