
Between Dog and Wolf: A Literary Journey
into the Dark Heart of Nature

Farley Mowat's memoir, Between Dog and Wolf, is a classic of nature
writing. The book chronicles Mowat's experiences living among a pack of
wolves in the Canadian wilderness. Mowat's lyrical prose and vivid
descriptions of the wolves' behavior and the natural world make Between
Dog and Wolf a must-read for anyone interested in nature, wildlife, or the
human-animal bond.
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Mowat's Early Life and Career

Farley Mowat was born in Belleville, Ontario, in 1921. He developed a love
of the outdoors at a young age, and he spent much of his childhood
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exploring the forests and lakes of his home province. Mowat's early
experiences with nature would later inspire his writing career.

After serving in the Royal Canadian Navy during World War II, Mowat
began writing about his experiences in the outdoors. His first book, People
of the Deer, was published in 1952. The book was a critical and
commercial success, and it established Mowat as a leading voice in nature
writing.

Living with Wolves

In 1963, Mowat was invited to join a team of scientists studying wolves in
the Canadian Arctic. Mowat spent the next two years living among a pack
of wolves, observing their behavior and learning about their social
structure. Mowat's experiences with the wolves would later form the basis
for Between Dog and Wolf.

Between Dog and Wolf is a lyrical and evocative account of Mowat's time
with the wolves. Mowat writes about the wolves' hunting habits, their social
interactions, and their relationship with the natural world. He also explores
the complex and often contradictory relationship between humans and
wolves.

Themes in Between Dog and Wolf

Between Dog and Wolf is a complex and multi-layered work. The book
explores a number of themes, including the following:

The human-animal bond: Mowat's book is a celebration of the bond
between humans and animals. He writes about the deep affection he



developed for the wolves he lived with, and he argues that humans
have a responsibility to protect and respect all animals.

The importance of wilderness: Mowat's book is also a paean to the
beauty and importance of wilderness. He writes about the need to
protect wild places for their own sake, and he argues that humans
need to reconnect with the natural world in order to find their true
selves.

The dangers of human encroachment: Mowat's book is also a
warning about the dangers of human encroachment on the natural
world. He writes about the devastating impact that humans have had
on the environment, and he argues that we need to change our ways if
we want to preserve the planet for future generations.

Legacy of Between Dog and Wolf

Between Dog and Wolf was published in 1963 to critical acclaim. The book
won the Governor General's Award for Non-Fiction, and it has been
translated into more than 20 languages. Between Dog and Wolf is
considered a classic of nature writing, and it has inspired generations of
readers to explore the natural world and to appreciate the bond between
humans and animals.

Farley Mowat died in 2014 at the age of 92. He left behind a legacy of over
40 books, including Never Cry Wolf, Owls in the Family, and A Whale for
the Killing. Mowat was one of the most influential nature writers of the 20th
century, and his work continues to inspire readers around the world.
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