
Argentina's International Labor Activists and
the Cold War: Democracy in the Americas
The Cold War was a period of intense rivalry between the United States
and the Soviet Union. This rivalry had a profound impact on the politics of
Latin America, as both superpowers sought to gain influence in the region.

In Argentina, the Cold War had a particularly significant impact on the labor
movement. The country's labor unions had a long history of activism and
had played a key role in the country's political development. However,
during the Cold War, the labor movement became increasingly divided
between those who supported the United States and those who supported
the Soviet Union.
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The division within the labor movement was reflected in the activities of
Argentine international labor activists. These activists played a key role in
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shaping the region's political landscape and in advancing the cause of
human rights.

The Origins of Argentine International Labor Activism

The origins of Argentine international labor activism can be traced back to
the late 19th century. At that time, Argentina was a major destination for
European immigrants. These immigrants brought with them a variety of
political ideas, including socialism and anarchism.

In the early 20th century, these ideas began to take root in the Argentine
labor movement. In 1901, the Argentine Workers' Federation (FORA) was
founded. FORA was a militant organization that advocated for the use of
strikes and other forms of direct action to achieve its goals.

FORA quickly became a major force in the Argentine labor movement. The
organization's leaders were committed to internationalism and they played
a key role in the formation of the International Labor Organization (ILO) in
1919.

Argentine International Labor Activists and the Cold War

The Cold War had a profound impact on Argentine international labor
activism. The United States and the Soviet Union both sought to gain
influence in the region, and they used their respective labor organizations
to do so.

The United States government supported the American Federation of Labor
(AFL) and the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). These
organizations were committed to anti-communism and they worked to
promote the interests of American workers.



The Soviet Union government supported the World Federation of Trade
Unions (WFTU). The WFTU was a communist-dominated organization that
advocated for the interests of workers in the Soviet bloc.

The division between the AFL-CIO and the WFTU was reflected in the
activities of Argentine international labor activists. Some activists supported
the AFL-CIO and its anti-communist agenda. Others supported the WFTU
and its pro-communist agenda.

The Inter-American Regional Organization of Workers (ORIT)

In 1951, a group of Argentine international labor activists founded the Inter-
American Regional Organization of Workers (ORIT). ORIT was a regional
organization that was affiliated with the AFL-CIO. ORIT's mission was to
promote the interests of workers in the Americas and to fight against
communism.

ORIT quickly became a major force in the Americas. The organization's
leaders played a key role in the development of the Alliance for Progress, a
U.S.-sponsored program of economic and social development in Latin
America. ORIT also played a key role in the formation of the American
Institute for Free Labor Development (AIFLD),a U.S.-funded organization
that provided training and assistance to labor unions in Latin America.

ORIT's activities were not limited to the Americas. The organization also
played a key role in the formation of the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU),a global organization that was committed to anti-
communism.

Argentine International Labor Activists and Democracy in the
Americas



Argentine international labor activists played a key role in promoting
democracy in the Americas. ORIT and other labor organizations provided
support to democratic movements throughout the region. They also played
a key role in the development of human rights norms and standards.

The work of Argentine international labor activists helped to make the
Americas a more democratic region. Their efforts contributed to the
overthrow of dictatorships, the establishment of democratic governments,
and the protection of human rights.

Argentine international labor activists were key players in the Cold War and
in the struggle for democracy in the Americas. Their work helped to shape
the region's political landscape and to advance the cause of human rights.
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