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The National Assembly is a bicameral legislature that serves as the highest
lawmaking body in Nigeria. It consists of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, with both chambers having equal legislative powers. The
National Assembly is responsible for making laws, amending the
constitution, approving budgets, and overseeing the executive branch of
government.

Structure and Composition

The Senate has 109 members, with each state represented by three
senators. The House of Representatives has 360 members, with each
federal constituency represented by one member. Senators are elected for
a term of four years, while members of the House of Representatives are
elected for a term of two years.
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The leadership of the National Assembly consists of the Senate President,
who presides over the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, who presides over the House of Representatives. The
Senate President and the Speaker are elected by their respective
chambers from among their members.

Functions and Powers

The National Assembly has a wide range of functions and powers,
including:

Making laws

Amending the constitution

Approving budgets

Overseeing the executive branch of government

Confirming appointments made by the President

Conducting investigations

Impeaching the President or Vice President

Challenges and Achievements

The National Assembly has faced a number of challenges in recent years,
including:

Corruption

Partisan gridlock

Lack of transparency



Low public trust

Despite these challenges, the National Assembly has also achieved a
number of notable successes, including:

Passing important legislation, such as the National Health Insurance
Act and the Child Rights Act

Overseeing the executive branch of government and holding it
accountable

Playing a key role in the transition to democracy in Nigeria

Impact on Governance

The National Assembly has a significant impact on governance in Nigeria. It
is responsible for making laws that govern all aspects of life in the country.
It also has the power to oversee the executive branch of government and to
hold it accountable. The National Assembly has played a key role in the
development of Nigeria's democratic institutions and continues to be an
important part of the country's political system.

The National Assembly is a complex and dynamic institution that plays a
vital role in Nigeria's governance. It has faced a number of challenges in
recent years, but it has also achieved a number of significant successes.
The National Assembly is an important part of Nigeria's democracy and will
continue to play a key role in the country's future.
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